Family  Court 
Conciliation  Service 


Counselling  for  marriage 
..  Counselling  for  divorce 
...  Post-divorce  counselling 
...  Counselling  of  children  with  their  parents 


A COUNSELLING  SERVICE 
related  to 

THE  COURT  SYSTEM 


ersons  can  be  referred  for  counselling 
by  a lawyer  or  a judge 


Family  Court  Conciliation  Service 
500  Century  Place 
9803  - 102 A Avenue 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5J  3A6 
(403)  427-8329 


WHAT  IS  THE  FAMILY  COURT  CONCILIATION 
SERVICE? 


It  is  a family  counselling  service  related  to  the  court 
system.  It  is  for  couples  seeking  remedies  through  the 
law  as  a solution  to  marriage  problems.  You  may  be 
referred  for  counselling  by  your  lawyer  or  by  a Judge. 
Do  not  hesitate  to  ask  them  if  you  wish  counselling. 

IS  DIVORCE  THE  ONLY  ANSWER? 

Not  always.  Divorce  often  gives  rise  to  new  problems: 
with  money,  with  children,  with  making  a new  life. 
Your  counsellor  will  help  you  explore  alternatives.  If 
marriage  is  your  answer  it  may  be  necessary  to  change 
habits  and  behaviour.  If  divorce  is  your  answer,  your 
counsellor  may  help  you  deal  with  the  emotional 
problems  created  by  divorce,  as  well  as  the  changed 
relationship  with  your  children. 

WILL  YOU  FORCE  US  TO  RECONCILE? 

No.  Your  life  and  the  decisions  affecting  it  are  your 
own.  We  will  not  impose  any  decisions  upon  you.  We 
offer  you  our  professional  knowledge  and  skill  to 
help  you  study  all  the  possible  choices  and  to  think 
them  through  clearly.  If  you  are  sure  about  your 
decisions,  you  will  be  more  confident  about  the 
future. 

It  is  not  a reconciliation  service. 

If  reconciliation  is  achieved  it  is  only  one 
by-product  of  conciliation  counselling. 

“Conciliation”  means  working  things  out  by 
discussion  with  the  help  of  a professional 
counsellor  — whether  it  be  for  marriage  or  for 
divorce. 

WHAT  KIND  OF  COUNSELLING  IS  OFFERED? 

Through  a minimum  number  of  interviews,  you  will 
be  helped  to  choose  the  best  available  direction  for 
the  future  of  your  family,  including  the  alternatives 
of  marriage  and  divorce,  and  the  issues  of  continuing 
parenthood. 

REMEMBER  ... 

Though  divorce  terminates  marriage  it  changes  — 
and  does  not  end  — the  parental  relationship. 

WILL  WE  MEET  WITH  OUR  COUNSELLOR 
MORE  THAN  ONCE? 

Perhaps.  At  the  first  meeting  you  will  learn  about  our 
counselling  services  as  well  as  others  in  the 


The 

Family  Court 
Conciliation  Service 


was  founded  under  a grant  from 
The  Government  of  Canada 
Department  of  National 
Health  and  Welfare 
and  continues  under  the 
auspices  of 

The  Department  of  the 
Attorney  General 
of  the  Province  of  Alberta 


Counselling  Staff 

G.J.  Way  — Chief  Counsellor  of  Family  Court  and 
of  Conciliation  Service 

Vincent  T.  Dwyer  — Senior  Conciliation  Counsellor 

Linda  M.  Jennings  — Conciliation  Counsellor 

Liliane  M.  Steeves  — Conciliation  Counsellor 

Associate  Conciliation  Counsellor 
Donald  F.  Moore 


^ Referral  ^ 


If  this  brochure  is  endorsed  by  a lawyer  or  judge  the 
parties  named  will  be  considered  for  counselling. 


Name 

has  been  directed  by  me  to  the  Family  Court 
Conciliation  Service. 


Date. 


Judge 


(or) 


Lawyer 


community.  You  may  choose  to  continue  in 
counselling,  and  if  you  do,  additional  appointments 
will  be  made.  Or  you  may  wish  to  be  referred  to  some 
other  community  service.  In  either  case,  what  you 
decide  at  this  initial  interview  could  have  an 
important  effect  on  the  rest  of  your  life. 

DO  BOTH  SPOUSES  HAVE  TO  BE  PRESENT? 

No,  but  it  is  best  if  you  attend  together.  After  all  you 
both  have  an  investment  in  the  outcome. 

WHAT  IS  A MARRIAGE  COUNSELLOR? 

Your  counsellor  will  be  a mature  person,  chosen  for 
sensitivity  to  human  problems,  and  carefully  trained 
in  family  counselling  to  the  point  of  being  a 
specialist.  He  will  listen  to  each  of  you  separately  and 
together,  will  help  you  to  make  decisions,  but  will 
not  make  decisions  for  you  or  dictate  your  behaviour. 
He  will  undertake  to  be  your  partner,  not  your  boss. 

WHAT  IF  I MAKE  ONE  CHOICE  AND  MY 
SPOUSE  INSISTS  ON  ANOTHER? 

We  do  not  take  sides  for  or  against  either  party.  We 
will  try  to  enable  you  both  to  see  your  total 
situation;  and  where  husband  and  wife  are  sincere  and 
open  minded,  they  are  likely  to  come  to  similar 
decisions.  Once  having  made  a decision  your  counsel- 
lor will  help  you  put  it  to  work. 

WHAT  ABOUT  THE  CHILDREN? 

Frequently  children  become  upset  by  the  separation 
of  their  parents  and  the  new  problems  it  causes.  Even 
where  parents  reconcile,  children  may  need  help  in 
understanding  their  part  in  the  family  relationship.  In 
either  case,  the  counsellor  can  often  help  them  to 
understand  and  accept  your  decision  — whether  it  is 
to  separate  or  to  renew  your  marriage. 

HOW  MUCH  DOES  IT  COST? 

Nothing.  There  are  no  fees  for  this  service;  it  is 
funded  by  the  provincial  government. 

WHAT  IF  I NEED  LEGAL  ADVICE? 

Your  counsellor  does  not  give  legal  advice.  Whenever 
the  needs  arises  he  will  refer  you  back  to  your  lawyer. 

WILL  WHAT  WE  SAY  BE  DISCLOSED  IF 
DIVORCE  PROCEEDINGS  ARE  TAKEN? 

If  you  are  concerned  about  this,  you  should  consult 
your  lawyer.  Your  counsellor  will  be  keeping  him 


informed  as  counselling  progresses,  and  will  notify 
him  of  any  decisions  made.  The  content  of  your 
counselling  sessions  will  not  be  reported  to  anyone 
without  your  consent  unless  required  by  Court  order. 

WHY  DOES  THIS  SERVICE  EXIST? 

Your  province  and  your  community  have  an  interest 
in  and  responsibility  for  the  well-being  of  citizens. 
While  the  law  provides  for  divorce,  at  the  same  time  it 
discourages  the  unnecessary  breakup  of  families. 
Counselling  offered  to  you  through  this  service  is  to 
help  insure  that,  whether  you  become  divorced  or 
continue  married,  you  and  your  family  will  gain  the 
maximum  benefit  possible. 

WHAT  IF  WE  DECIDE  TO  RECONCILE  AND 
LIVE  TOGETHER  AGAIN? 

We  will,  if  you  want,  help  you  understand  better 
what  each  expects  of  the  other.  Sometimes  this 
understanding  may  be  made  into  a written  agreement, 
to  which  you  can  refer  for  guidance  from  time  to 
time.  Sometimes  we  will  plan  with  you  for  extended 
counselling  either  in  the  Conciliation  Service  or 
elsewhere.  Always,  the  invitation  will  be  open  to  you 
to  come  back  to  your  counsellor  whenever  you  need 
to  do  so;  simply  telephone  427-8329  for  an 
appointment 

WHAT  IF  WE  DECIDE  NOT  TO  RECONCILE? 

With  or  without  marriage,  with  or  without  divorce, 
the  obligations  of  parents  toward  children  continue 
until  the  children  are  adult.  We  hope  and  urge  that  if 
you  cannot  continue  as  husband  and  wife,  you  will 
accept  assistance  in  being  effective  as  father  and 
mother. 

For  further  information  call 

The  Family  Court  Conciliation  Service 
427-8329 

WHERE  is  the  service  located? 

— near  Sir  Winston  Churchill  Square  in  downtown 
Edmonton. 

Address 

The  Family  Court  Conciliation  Service 
500  Century  Place 
9803  - 102 A Avenue 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5J  3A6 

Telephone  427-8329 


The 


Family  Court 
Conciliation  Service 

was  founded  under  a grant  from 
The  Government  of  Canada 
Department  of  National 
Health  and  Welfare 
and  continues  under  the 
auspices  of 

The  Department  of  the 
Attorney  General 
of  the  Province  of  Alberta 
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Counselling  Staff 

G.J.  Way  — Chief  Counsellor  of  Family  Court  and 
of  Conciliation  Service 

Vincent  T.  Dwyer  — Senior  Conciliation  Counsellor 
Linda  M.  Jennings  — Conciliation  Counsellor 
Liliane  M.  Steeves  — Conciliation  Counsellor 


Associate  Conciliation  Counsellor 
Donald  F.  Moore 
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Referral 


If  this  brochure  is  endorsed  by  a lawyer  or  judge  the 
parties  named  will  be  considered  for  counselling. 


Name 

has  been  directed  by  me  to  the  Family  Court 
Conciliation  Service. 

Date 


V. 


Judge 


(or) 


Lawyer 


